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Above: Some of the 2008 Presidential candidates: (from left to right) Hillary Clinton, 
John Edwards, Mike Huckabee, John McCain, Barack Obama & Mitt Romney 

Left: Students listen 
as FSU College of 

Law representatives 
speak at Pre-Law 

Forum I. 

Martin I. Edwards, Pre-Law Program Director   
Catherine Moore, Pre-Law Program Assistant 

(904)620-1069 – Spring, 2008 

  
Answering the Question “Why?” 

Students Discuss 2008 Presidential Candidates  
 

During the upcoming Pre-Law Board Luncheon on Wednesday, 
March 5, students will be asked to answer the question, “Why should 
the candidate be or should have been president?” concerning the 2008 

Presidential Candidates. Six students will each present on one candidate and why that candidate should be 
elected president.  

Pre-Law Program students are invited to attend this lively and 
interesting discussion. The luncheon, as always, will include food, 
drinks, and an opprotunity to meet with other Pre-Law Students and 
Board Members. We look forward to seeing you there! 

The spring luncheon will begin at noon. Since we have to order 
food and beverages and prepare tables, we request you contact the 
Pre-Law Program offices to inform us about your attendance. Please 
email the Director, Martin Edwards, at medwards@unf.edu or call 
the office at (904) 620-1069 to RSVP.  

 
Pre-Law Forums II & III 

 Preparing for Law School 
 

Last year, the Pre-Law Program and the Pre-Law Student Society 
hosted the First Annual Pre-Law Forum with guest panelists from Florida State University College of Law. It 
was a huge success with a large student turnout and many speakers addressing a variety of topics in detail such 
as writing a personal statement and taking the LSAT.  

As a result of the overwhelmingly positive response from the first forum, the Pre-Law Program and Pre-Law 
Student Society are hosting the 2nd & 3rd Annual Pre-Law Forums this semester. One forum will discuss law 
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Above: Board members and guests greet each other at the start of the fall 2007 
downtown Board meeting at the law firm of McGuireWoods.  

school essay writing with Florida Coastal School of Law (FCSL) and the other will again be a panel discussion 
with Florida State University College of Law (FSU).  

continued on page 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Law Program Scholarship of $1500 
 “Endowed to help students who are dedicated to the study of the law 

reach their educational goals” 
 
 

This semester, the Pre-Law Program will be awarding its forth scholarship 
to a deserving Pre-Law student. The scholarship was endowed by members of 
the Program’s Board of Advisors as a way to honor and assist students who 
wish to pursue a career in law. To be eligible, students must meet the 
following requirements: 

 

 Be currently enrolled in the Pre-Law Program and 
have been enrolled for 2 consecutive semesters 
prior to applying. 

 Must have 3.25 GPA and must maintain a 3.25 
GPA while receiving the scholarship. 

 Must be a currently enrolled, full-time student. 
(12 credit hours) 

 

We encourage all eligible students to come by the office and pick up an 
application. The deadline to apply is March 10, 2008.  

 

Applications can be picked up 
from the Pre-Law Program,  

Building 51, Rooms 2117 or 2118.  
 

For more information please contact the office 
at (904) 620.1069. 
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Right: Two former scholarship winners, Maria Crowley and 
Leslie McKinney (from left to right), pose together before 

the start of the fall 2007 downtown Board luncheon.  
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Above: FSU College of Law 

Above: Florida Coastal School of 
Law’s new campus 

Pre-Law Student Society Underway 
UUU 

More Information on Pre-Law Forums II & III  
Continued from Cover Page 

 

Unlike Pre-Law Day in the fall when students get to know a variety of 
law schools, Pre-Law Forum is an event designed to ease the application 
process by allowing students to spend more time with law school 
representatives and hear more detailed advice from them. The Forum is 
designed to provide students with the chance to meet with law school 
admission representatives, ask them questions regarding the application and 
acceptance process, and receive other important law school information. 

Pre-Law Forum II will be held on Friday, February 29, 2008 from 
12:00-4:00 p.m. During this Forum, FCSL representatives will answer 
admissions questions and offer tips on how to write effective law school 
essays.  

Pre-Law Forum III will be held the following Friday, March 7, 2008 
from 12:00-4:00 p.m. FSU College of Law representatives will be on hand 
to answer your questions about law school and the application process. 

There will be a small reception in Building 14, Rooms 1602-1603 
prior to each forum with free food and drinks served at noon. Immediately 
following the reception, the Pre-Law Forum will take place in the Senate 

Chambers directly above the 1600 rooms in Building 14, Room 2605 from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  
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Above: Assistant State 
Attorney Williamson-Nelson 

introduces State Attorney 
Shorstein to a crowd at UNF’s 

Annual Pre-Law Day. 

Above: State Attorney Shorstein speaks 
to students during Pre-Law Day. 

Above: Students listen as Shorstein addresses the 
crowd seated in the Robinson Student Life Center 

auditorium.  

Pre-Law Day 

A Great Opportunity to Explore Law School Options 
 

Another fall semester has come and gone and with it another successful 
Pre-Law Day. This past fall semester, freshmen, sophomores, juniors and 
seniors from different majors converged on the Robinson Student Center, 
Building 14. They came to meet with law schools representatives from across 
the country and to hear guest speaker State Attorney Harry Shorstein deliver the 
keynote address.  

The October 8th event began as Mr. Edwards introduced Assistant State 
Attorney and Florida Law School graduate Melissa Williamson-Nelson. 
Williamson-Nelson, a regular guest speaker in Mr. Edwards’ Mock Trial course 

annually delivers a lecture on presenting an opening statement in the jury trial. Williamsoon-Nelson has 
served as a Pre-Law Program Board Member and is an experienced trial attorney who has prosecuted some 
of Duval county’s news-worthy homicide cases. She reflected on her experiences working for Shorstein 
whom she considers the ultimate professional prosecutor.  

After Williamson-Nelson’s introduction, Shorstein began his address to the crowd of students and 
faculty members seated in the auditorium. He discussed the difficulties and opportunities available in the 
field of law to aspiring lawyers. Shorstein also noted that although the legal profession is over-saturated by 
lawyers, there is always room for another good attorney.  

After graduating from law school, Shorstein served as a Captain in 
the 3rd Marine Division in Vietnam and saw action in the Tet offensive. 
Upon his return to Jacksonville, Shorstein served as Chief Assistant 
State Attorney where he won national acclaim for the prosecution of 
Ernest John Dobbert, convicted of murdering his son although the body 
was never found. He also served as General Counsel for the City of 
Jacksonville, after which he was engaged in the private practice of law 
for 15 years.  Shorstein has served in his current position as chief 
prosecutor for the 4th judicial circuit for over 16 years. He has 
prosecuted some nationally known cases and has appeared on numerous 
national television news specials.  

Shorstein announced last February his intention to not seek a 6th term as State Attorney. He, however, 
is not planning on retiring from the practice of law. According to Shorstein, when his term ends at the end of 
this year, he plans on entering the private practice arena with his sons, both of whom are practicing 
attorneys. His wife also has a law degree and currently works as a law professor at the Florida Coastal 
School of Law. 

Shorstein’s law career has been one of great accomplishment. While a prosecutor, he won convictions 
in every murder trial over which he presided. During his time as State Attorney, Shorstein initiated an 

innovative juvenile justice program that was one of the first of its 
kind in the nation.  

The juvenile justice program initiated by Shorstein 
emphasizes early intervention, incarceration for violent and 
repeat offenders and extensive education and rehabilitation. In 
the early ‘90s, after the program’s implementation, juvenile 
crime in Jacksonville fell faster and further than nearly anywhere 
in the country with murders committed by juveniles dropping 72 
percent, juvenile arrests for other violent crimes diminishing by 
53 percent and juvenile vehicle thefts decreasing by nearly 60 
percent.  
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Above: A student speaks 
with a FSU College of Law 
representative at the 2007 

Pre-Law Day. 

 
Getting Involved in Pre-Law 

Photos From Recent Pre-Law Events 
 

Letter from the Director:  
Dear Students, 
 We hope you enjoy reading the articles contained in this semester’s newsletter. Catherine has done 
an excellent job of putting the newsletter together these past three years. When she leaves UNF to pursue 
her academic career she will be greatly missed. As you can tell from reading these pages, the spring semester 
will be very busy for program enrollees with all of the scheduled events. Every semester we seek to improve 
upon activities of the previous year. We look forward to seeing you at one of our forthcoming events!  

Mr. E 

Above:  Batman & his defense council stand to hear the verdict 
during the final mock trial for the 2007 Mock Trial course. 

Above: Witnesses played by (from left to right) 
Patrick Bennet, Shontell Bedell and Padraig 

McCod meet before the start of the Batman trial.  

Above: Guest speaker, attorney and author, Shoran Williams, 
speaks to students and board members during the Fall on-campus 

luncheon. 

Above: Judge Gregg McCaulie and Judge Brent 
Shore speak with each other before the start of the 

Fall 2007 downtown luncheon. 

Left: Board member 
Dr. Deborah Luyster 
discusses a student’s 
personal statement 

during the 2007 Pre-
Law Day. 

Above Director Martin Edwards  
speaks with representatives from  

UF Levin College of Law  
during the 2007 Pre-Law Day. 
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For more information on the Pre-Law Resource Center,  
contact Pre-Law Program Assistant Catherine at (904)620-1069.  

Studying for the LSAT 

A Student Shares his Tips for Success on the Law School Admission Test 
By Will Ourand 

 

The LSAT is an important and difficult task necessary for anyone going to law school. However, with 
adequate work and dedication, it is possible to perform exceedingly well on this exam. The key to doing 
well on the LSAT is practice and understanding.  

When first starting out in the preparation process for the exam, it is important to take a timed practice 
test in order to determine where the focus of study should be. Additionally, one should obtain study 
materials, including practice tests and instructional booklets, as well as, enroll in a test preparation course or 
find a tutor. In my opinion, the best instructional booklets to purchase are the Powerscore® LSAT Logic 
Games Bible and Logical Reasoning Bible, both of which you can order online or find at a local bookstore. 
For practice tests, LSAT study videos and instructional books, the Pre-Law Program maintains a resource 
library from which you can check out these materials or obtain photocopies.  

After obtaining study materials and taking a practice test, it is time to begin “learning” the test. All of 
the questions on the LSAT follow patterns of reasoning which have appeared in the old practice tests. 
Accordingly, the LSAT is a highly “learnable” test. Once you learn these patterns, you can solve new 
problems with ease. This is where the instructional book s, preparation course and tutors come into the 
picture. These resources can provide you with the knowledge of how these patterns appear on the test and 
how to apply this knowledge in order to find the correct answers. Unfortunately, no matter how great the 
resources you use, it is still up to you, the test-taker, to actually learn these patterns.  

continued on page 14  

 
Familiarize Yourself with the LSAT 

The Basic Elements of the LSAT 
 

Like any standardized test, the LSAT can be a scary thing. It determines so much of our educational 
future, yet many people spend very little time preparing for it. This is a mistake. As a student, you work 
hard in your classes to earn good grades. You work hard on your personal statement so that it reflects to law 
schools exactly the kind of person you are. When it comes to the LSAT, the same kind of dedication and 
preparation should also be taken.  

Like your grades, the LSAT is a tool for law schools to consider when trying to distinguish one law 
school candidate from another. Many law schools justify their consideration of the LSAT in the application 
reviewing process by claiming that LSAT scores often correlate to success or failure in law school and that 
questions on the LSAT reflect the kind of analytical and critical thinking skills needed to succeed in law. 
Some schools weight the LSAT higher than the GPA in application admission decisions, while other schools 
emphasize the GPA more than the LSAT. However, in either case, the LSAT remains a very important 
factor regarding your acceptance into law school.  

It may seem like a lot of pressure put on a single test but don’t be alarmed. If you use your time wisely 
and prepare consistently and well in advance, the LSAT will just be another step, like writing your personal 
statement, in the law school application process.  

continued on page 14 
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Mr. Edwards stands with students from his 2007 Mock Trial class and jury 
members after the conclusion of the Batman trial.   

Judge Gregg McCaulie instructs the jury at 
the start of the Batman trial.

Education on Trial 
A Student is Enriched by UNF’s Mock Trial Course 

By Edgar Alvarez 
 

The mock trial course I took this past 
summer was really an eye opening 
experience for me. At first, I was nervous 
about signing up for the class since I was 
told it was a pretty challenging course. 
However, with the familiarity of my Pre-
Law advisor, Mr. Edwards, it was a very 
gratifying course. When class first began, 
I knew that everyone around me was 
equally nervous and ready to get started 
since it was a chance for us to really 
compete and show our talents and 
abilities. As the class progressed though, 

everything changed. By the end of the class everyone had formed a comradeship with one another. One of 
the most interesting aspects of the class was the fact that we had the opportunity to actually act out the court 
hearings. As students, we both anxiously felt and relished the pressure that came when performing in front 
of our peers. It seemed that every week the whole class grew stronger and more focused. The volunteer lists 
got longer and longer as the performances became better and better. There was an aura of friendly 
competition that really set the tone for the rest of the class time.  

The class was a great mixture of real world experiences and textbook knowledge. The course 
challenged each student academically through the multitude of comprehensive, yet approachable books and 
handouts. The handouts were what really helped me to translate what was said in the textbooks. In order to 
show us the real world aspect of the class, Mr. Edwards additionally brought in respected judges and 
lawyers to tell us about their experiences with practical advice regarding paying off law schools bills and, 
more importantly, trying court cases. It was very admirable to see these profess ionals take time off their 
very busy schedules to come and talk to us.  

The dénouement of the class came with the final mock trial 
presented in front of a real circuit court judge, Judge Gregg 
McCaulie. The students who participated in the final trial were 
chosen by their performances throughout the course and were 
thought to be the best of the best. We were separated into both the 
prosecution and defense councils. No one could have ever prepared 
me as well as our team leader, Angel, who really nailed what we had 
to say and how to act. The trial itself was very nerve racking, but it 
was nonetheless rewarding, because it pushed me to think on my 
feet. I had a rare chance to work with a really down to earth yet 
brilliant group of fellow students in the final trial. We worked to our 
strengths, down-played our weakness, and ultimately won the case. 
We tied in all the aspects that were spelled out in the course, from creating an overarching storyline for the 
jury to dodging landmines in the cross-examination.   

As the class ended, I was both sad to see it end but also enriched to have been able to take it. I really 
feel as if this is the class in college that everyone should take. Even if you are skeptical about going to law 
school, this class could serve as the litmus to aid in your final decision. I will remember this class as the one 
that really whetted my appetite about learning the aspects of the practice of law and tested my potential to 
be a lawyer. 
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Above: Jenna 
Strom

 
 

Life is Not Like the Movies 
Interning with Jacksonville’s Office of General Counsel  

By Jenna Strom 
 

Legal internships are nothing like they’re portrayed in the movies.  No matter how 
much you try to impress your supervising attorneys with your seemingly shrewd Perry 
Mason-like arguments, they won’t let you make more noise than a sneeze in court.  

You figure you’re pretty smart, you’re going big places as Dr. Seuss promised, and 
you’ve been reading the briefs in your mother’s briefcase since you were twelve. So your 
term will be different; you have what it takes to “wow” your superiors into letting you do 
real lawyer work, not just perform Google searches and look up ordinances.   

Anyone in the Jacksonville General Counsel’s Office will tell you that it just won’t 
happen. Why won’t they let us near their work? Because we’re green. We think we know 
things, but the fact is, we know nothing in the grand scheme of the law. They don’t care 
that we earned A’s in our mock trial classes and made power point presentations on serial killers, they want 
to see experience beyond undergraduate degrees before they start giving us the “real stuff.” 

It’s a good thing they know better than to set us loose in court because although we might enjoy 
“throwing around” a few objections, there’s a lot of training we need to complete before we get there. 
Although I didn’t get to set foot in court, my internship at the city proved to be advantageous in ways I had 
not expected. Since interning at the GC’s Office last fall, I’ve become freakishly comfortable with the 
Jacksonville Municipal Code of Ordinances, I’ve become a master of property searches, I’ve learned about 
past policies other municipalities have implemented, and I’ve become familiar with the infrastructure of the 
city’s legal department. 

I’ve attended a tort meeting, deposition, mediation, motion to dismiss, and various city committee 
meetings. I’ve toured the jail and had the opportunity to pick the brains of brilliant attorneys with various 
specializations. I can now understand property legal descriptions, quickly find any Florida law, and easily 
make my way through the one-way streets that make downtown Jacksonville infamous.  

This public service internship is in some ways more beneficial than a firm internship because while the 
government shuts down at 5 p.m., attorneys working for themselves don’t leave the office until long after 
dinnertime—because they can’t afford to. These attorneys have far less time to talk with you and offer 
advice about law school, as they are under much more pressure to frantically accumulate hours and bill 
clients. City attorneys bill clients by the hour but their bosses aren’t as reliant on daily productivity, and the 
attorney’s paychecks don’t suffer if they work less than 60 hours a week. Some are even lucky enough to 
work a 45-hour week. 

The GC’s office requires that attorneys have at least five years of experience before working for the 
city. From the U.S. Attorney’s Office to big name law firms, most of the attorneys are veterans in their 
specialties. During my internship, a representing attorney from each area of the law met with the interns and 
answered our questions. They weren’t the stereotypical cutthroat, self-involved attorneys infiltrated on the 
idea that their time meant serious money, which always makes for better mentors.   

Between meetings and depositions, the attorneys expect you to work diligently and professionally on 
your assignments. They don’t pat you on the back and tell you how smart you are; they reward you with a 
simple thanks and another project. If you think you deserve more than that, call your mother or go into 
social work. The path to becoming an experienced attorney is as hard-knock as orphan Annie’s childhood. 
No one gives hand-outs and you have to work hard for everything you achieve. 

continued on page 15 
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Above: Arielle 
Schneider 

 
 

Watching the Umpires 
A Student’s Perspective on the UNF Student Government Judicial Council 

By Arielle Schneider 
  

"The case for freedom, the case for our constitutional principles, and the case for our heritage has to be 
made anew in each generation. The work of freedom is never done." 

- Justice Anthony Kennedy, US Supreme Court 
 

A flourishing judicial system is essential to the practice of law and the 
preservation of liberty. Without an equitable and honest judicial system, the entire 
governmental system would be adversely affected. The US Supreme Court is the 
highest ruling court in the Judicial Branch, and functions as the guardian of the 
Constitution and the protector of citizen's rights against the government.  

The University of North Florida’s judicial system is the UNF Judicial Branch of 
Student Government. The Judicial Branch is composed of seven justices who are 
appointed for the duration of their student life. From these justices, one justice is 
elected annually to be the Chief Justice. The Chief Justice appoints an associate chief 
justice to assist in managing judicial affairs.  

We exist, but what do we do? The UNF Judicial Branch handles integral and 
important issues—whether students know we are there or not! Justices serve the 
students in many ways. We represent students on committees, hear parking appeals, 

judge complaints against student government officials, offer judicial interpretations of the UNF 
Constitution, and ensure new bills being pushed through Senate are constitutionally sound.  

With all these responsibilities, the Judicial Council is invaluable to Student Government, and to the 
student body. As the US Supreme Court Chief Justice, John Roberts, said of the Judicial System, "certain 
humility should characterize the judicial role. Judges and justices are servants of the law, not the other way 
around. Judges are like umpires. Umpires don't make the rules; they apply them. The role of an umpire and 
a judge is critical. They make sure everybody plays by the rules. But it is a limited role. Nobody ever went 
to a ball game to see the umpire."  

My personal journey in regard to Student Government and the Judicial Branch began when I was 
thirteen. While rigorously campaigning in the 2004 presidential elections, I was educated in the essential 
nature of elected officials and, in particular, their power to appoint. Much of the urgency surrounding the 
2004 elections stemmed from both sides wanting "Supreme Court appointments". I realized that social 
change—Roe v. Wade, Griswold v. Connecticut, and Brown v. Board of Education—is decided by our 
Judicial Branch. Any vacancies in the highest court in the land, the Supreme Court, are filled by handpicked 
appointees of the President.  

With this new information in hand, I continued to campaign with fervor, but from that point on, I 
began to closely watch the Supreme Court's decisions. Thus, when I came to UNF, it was a simple and 
obvious choice to pursue an appointment to the UNF Student Government Judicial Council. I was appointed 
by Student Body President Rachael Tutwiler in September, and, by a unanimous vote, was approved by the 
Senate. My experience with the Judicial Council has been a delight. I am still in the learning process, but I 
have excellent mentors to guide me and peerless leadership to follow.  

While we on the UNF Judicial Council lack the power to rule on rights, like freedom of speech or the 
Eighth Amendment protection from cruel and unusual punishment, we still take our position very seriously. 
You, the students, depend on us to represent you to the leadership of the University and to ensure that the 
Constitution protecting your rights as students are closely guarded and safe from erosion or error.  
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SG Chief of Staff Brittani Raulerson 
(right) stands with SG President 

Rachael Tutwiler (left) at a Pre-Law 
Board Luncheon. 

 
 

Walking in the Shoes of SG’s Chief of Staff 
A Student’s Journey From Freshman to Student Leader 

By Brittani Raulerson  
 

 In the fall of 2004, when I first joined the Pre-Law Program, Mr. Edwards advised me that one of 
the most important things that a student could do if they were interested in pursuing law school was to 
become involved on campus. I quickly took heed to this suggestion and began searching for ways to 
increase my involvement and to enhance my experience throughout my college years. So, after three years 
of working my way up to what I believed to be one of the highest positions that a student could hold at the 
University of North Florida, I was appointed to the position of Chief of Staff at the beginning of my senior 
year. To me, I had accomplished the unthinkable. Words still cannot express the feelings I gained when I 
learned that I would be leading our campus into a new direction, under a new motto. One that still stands 
fresh in my mind, Standing United, Moving Forward. I would be one of the voices that would speak out for 
the student body.   

As the current Chief of Staff of Student Government, my defined 
duties and tasks are limitless, and I have to balance this position along 
with my plethora of other titles I hold. I serve as President of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., Secretary of the Pre-Law Students’ Society and the 
National Pan-Hellenic Council, and member of the Presidential Envoys, 
Silver and Blue Key Leadership Honorary Society, and the University 
Scholars Honor Society. However, as the Chief of Staff, my everyday 
responsibilities are to ensure that the Student Body President, Vice-
President, and the eleven officials on the cabinet, some of whom include 
the Attorney General and the Student Body Treasurer, guarantee that 
every student’s need is met on campus. Collectively, this is our main goal 
because the students are the reason why we hold office today.  

The student body vote for the Student Government’s President and 
Vice-President to address any need or concern that may arise from them. 
Moreover, they trust that the President and Vice-President will fulfill their 
campaign promises, which, in the case of the Tutwiler/Souto campaign, 
was to increase the students’ experience on campus. So, before accepting 
office, the President and Vice-President make an oath to serve the students of the University of North 
Florida. Therefore, as their Chief of Staff, I also have pledged a commitment to serving the student body. 
This commitment includes many responsibilities. Whether it is to provide a student voice to administrators 
and faculty in ensuring that the best interest of the students are being met, hosting major campus events, 
attending conferences with different officials across the state of Florida, or simply meeting with a student on 
campus to listen to his or her concerns, I have taken on the task of serving the students. Their concerns and 
needs are my own and it is only morally right that I find ways in which to increase their campus experience.  

If I or any other member of student government fall outside of this realm, then we are not justified in 
serving the students. The students are and will always be our first priority. I have been privileged with the 
opportunity to serve our students with integrity and hard work. I am committed to representing them in a 
positive light.  

Looking back now to my freshman year, as an eager but timid individual that so willingly embraced 
every word that Mr. Edwards spoke, I never thought I would be blessed with the chance to one day walk in 
the shoes of the Student Government’s Chief of Staff. This is by far one of my greatest accomplishments. 
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Above: Former UNF student, Kara 
Fine, meets with friend, Tim 

Tebow, a Hiesman Trophy winning 
UF quarterback. 

From Waitlisted to Excelling  
 A Former UNF Student Reflects on her First Year in Law School 

By Kara Fine 
 

I can still remember the sinking feeling I had upon receiving my 
LSAT score. I did well, but nowhere near where I was averaging on practice 
exams. Immediately, I began to fear that my performance would not be good 
enough to deliver me to the only place I wanted to go: the University of 
Florida. After all, I was only an Advertising major with no legal experience 
aside from my Political Science minor. Still, I applied, hoping and praying 
for that 8x10 envelope to arrive (rumor had it, a small envelope meant 
rejection). Little did I know, it would be nearly six months before I heard 
anything. 

Fast forward to late March 2007: after a long day of hiking in the 
mountains of North Carolina, I returned to my phone and a voicemail from 
my father, excitedly explaining that my "letter from UF" finally arrived. He 
had not opened it, nor did he have any indication of what it said. But, based 
on one simple phrase within his message, I already knew. "I am holding it in 
my hand." There was little doubt in my mind that this was bad news. 
"Hand" implied one hand, one hand implied small envelope, and small 
envelope meant rejection. In an effort to save my vacation, I never returned his call - choosing instead to put 
off the expected disappointment until returning home. 

However, my inferences were not entirely correct. Acceptance letters were sent in larger envelopes 
(Yes, I called and asked), but the arrival of something different did not necessarily signify rejection - not for 
me anyway. There was still a glimmer of hope. I had been waitlisted. 

Over the next three months, I prepared for two possible futures. I searched for apartments in 
Gainesville and registered for graduate classes here at UNF. I struggled with the fact that my plans were 
dependent on someone else changing their mind, but continued to believe I would somehow become a 
Gator. 

That dream couldn't have come true at a better time. June 8th, 2007, three days before boarding a plane 
to Italy, I was accepted to the University of Florida's Levin College of Law. If I had known any earlier, I 
probably would not have taken the trip and would have missed out on what was definitely the best month of 
my life. 

For the most part, my adjustment to law school life was smooth. I quickly learned to appreciate the 
library, realizing it was destined to become my second home. I met new friends and became familiar with 
the idea of studying as a group. However, throughout the semester, there was always a doubt in the back of 
my mind as to whether I completely belonged here. I knew I could survive, but could I excel? The answer 
would come in only one form: final exams. 

It may sound cliche, but hard work does pay off. I received my grades earlier this month and finally 
felt confident that I deserved to be in this position. Carrying 16 hours of credit, I came away with a 3.5 
grade point average and earned a spot on the Dean's List. Besides shaking the waitlist monkey off my back, 
my first semester achievements have cemented my belief that anything is possible when you put your mind 
to it. 

My story would not be complete without mentioning half the reason why I am here: Marty Edwards. 
Aside from my parents, he has played the most significant role in my journey to UF. If you are considering 
law school, it is definitely in your best interest to take advantage of everything the Pre-Law Program has to 
offer. Not only will you have access to valuable resources, you will get to know a teacher who does not 
hesitate to become a great friend. 
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Above: Ali LaGesse 

 

An Eventful First Year 
 A Student’s Drive to Succeed as a UNF Freshman 

By Ali LaGesse 
 

It had really felt like the longest summer of my life-I was waiting and waiting to 
move to Jacksonville from my hometown three hours south. Then, it was finally here. It 
hit me as I was standing in my dorm room; I was finally in college. I had brought along 
the shell of a new me, ready to be filled with everything I was about to experience in the 
next few months and years. I was all set with my pictures of friends from home and my 
new mini-fridge (not to mention my large bag of quarters for laundry).  

I have always known that literature and writing was my “thing”. If nothing else, 
my less-than-brilliant grades in math and science showed me this. Over the past year, 
though, I became politically circumspect and acquired an interest in going to law school. 
I met UNF’s Pre-Law Director, Mr. Edwards, in a freshman seminar, and because there 
were only two students there, Mr. Edwards was able to show us around his office and 
really made me feel welcome both to the Pre-Law Program and at UNF. To this day, all 

it takes is for me to shoot an email over to Mr. Edwards with a question or concern and he is right there to 
answer it.  

Before classes had even started, I also inquired about becoming a contributing writer for the Spinnaker 
and signed up to be added to the email list of stories that the campus newspaper sends out weekly. Almost 
every week, I would grab a story and began to contribute steadily during my first semester. I was able to go 
to Tuesday production night, edit stories and get involved in the paper’s generation. As fall came to a close, 
I was offered the position of Assistant Features Editor; surprised that I was even considered for a staff 
position, I quickly accepted.  

I was on my way back to the dorms one night and I passed a sign for a meeting of the College 
Democrats and decided to check it out. During the meeting, Jenni Melear and Randy Silang (who have since 
become close friends of mine), introduced themselves and explained that they were members of the 
Jacksonville Young Democrats (JYD), a new organization open to any Democrats in Jacksonville ages 18-
40, and encouraged everyone to join them at their next meeting. I attended a JYD-sponsored voter 
registration drive at a Caribbean festival a couple of weeks later, where I met a few more members of the 
club. I attended their next monthly meeting and have been active in the JYD ever since. Along with monthly 
meetings, other activities that the organization facilitated and co-facilitated are the lecture by Richard 
Clarke, the “Terrorism Czar”, a showing of the Michael Moore movie “SiCKO” including a discussion with 
healthcare representatives, and a “Countdown to Victory” party that celebrated exactly one year until the 
2008 presidential election. In 2008, I will serve as the Member Development Director on the Executive 
Board and will help recruit more politically-passionate students at UNF and throughout the community to 
the JYD, as well as, provide information and opportunities for existing members. 

I was also given the opportunity to be a member of Sigma Alpha Pi, the National Society of 
Leadership and Success, a club with chapters at schools all over the country that has meetings in which 
members can hear guest speakers’ advice about leadership and success in their specific fields. The speakers 
I listened to thus far have been extremely inspirational and offer good stories and advice about what-to-do 
and what-not-to-do when trying to become successful in all areas of life. 

When browsing around on the UNF website one day, I saw that the school had a Sailing Club and I 
emailed the club to see how I could join. Never having even stood in a sailboat before, I wanted to take up 
something new and went out to the next club meet up at Jacksonville University. Before I knew it, I was out 
on the water helping to tack a sailboat. For me, the Sailing Club is a fun way get out and do an activity that 
isn’t ordinarily easy to do on your own.  

continued on page 15 
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Left: Ruta Jurevicitute overlooks 
the city’s skyline from her  

New York apartment. 

 New Country, New Life 

From Lithuanian Immigrant to Vice-President at Bear Stearns 
By Julie Williams 

 

Fresh out of high school and eager to explore another part of the world, 17-year-old Lithuanian Ruta 
Jureviciute traveled 5,000 miles in 1990 to spend the summer in the United States. What she didn’t know 
then was that she’d never again return to live in her home country. 

Armed with a tourist visa, a couple of suitcases and $350, Jureviciute came to America upon the 
insistence of her mother, who was looking for options for her daughter’s future. At the time, Lithuania was 
still under Soviet rule but going through a turbulent transition to democracy. 

“The last few months of my high school years, the Soviet Union cut off our oil supply so all the 
transportation stopped and we had to boil water every morning to take showers,” Jureviciute said. “When 
they discovered economic sanctions didn’t work, they moved the military back in and tried to take over the 
key posts of Lithuania. There were tanks all over my city, people were being killed and nobody knew what 
was going to happen next, so it was very scary.” 

Jureviciute ended up staying in Jacksonville with her mother’s cousin and his wife, Diane Kazlauskas, 
a librarian at UNF, although staying wasn’t her choice. “I actually hated America at first,” Jureviciute said. 
“I only knew a few words of English and I missed my family and friends. The last thing I wanted was to be 
here in this strange country.” 

Realizing she needed to know English and keep busy, Jureviciute enrolled in the ESOL (English for 
Speakers of Other Languages) program at FCCJ. She later began taking courses at UNF as a non-degree 
student, but it wasn’t until she made a trip back to Lithuania in 1993 that she was able to obtain a student 
visa and enroll at UNF fulltime, working toward a double-degree in economics and psychology. Along the 
way she also investigated UNF’s pre-law program and got to know Mr. Martin Edwards, the program’s 
director. 

“I had always wanted to go to law school, but it had never been an 
option because in order to get into law school in Lithuania you had to know 
or pay somebody and I didn’t have those connections,” she said.  

But after meeting with Edwards, Jureviciute realized she could 
actually pursue her dream. “Marty didn’t laugh at me like everyone else,” 
she said. “It was nice to meet somebody who actually believed in me, 
because before that I’d met a lot of people who’d said, ‘Yeah, why don’t 
you set some realistic goals?’” 

Jureviciute earned a B.A. in economics from UNF in 1997 and with 
Edwards’ support applied to Duke University in Durham, N.C., where she 
was accepted and offered a $50,000 scholarship to study law.   

"Ruta first came to America without speaking English,” Edwards said. 
”She was one of the most dedicated and intelligent students I have taught 
and advised.”  

By 2001, Jureviciute had earned degrees from Duke in international 
law, comparative law and investment banking, before moving to New York 
City, passing the New York Bar exam and starting a job in mergers and 
acquisitions for Bear Stearns, an investment banking, securities trading and 
brokerage firm.  

But the timing for starting a job in New York was unfortunate. “I had a dream job that I’d worked so 
hard for, and then Sept. 11 happened,” she said. “The economy went downhill and it really affected Wall 
Street, so of the 90 people in my incoming class at Bear Stearns worldwide, only 25 of us were left after 
four rounds of layoffs the first year.” 

continued on page 15 
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LSAT Study Tips 
(continued from page ) 

In particular, the Reading Comprehension section is the hardest section out of all three to “learn”, because it 
requires the test-taker to have strong reading retention skills. If you know you will be taking the LSAT one day in the 
future, it’s highly advisable to read often to develop these reading retention skills.  

After acquainting yourself with the basic patterns of the test, you can begin to practice problems without being 
timed. During this stage of studying, the only concern should be finding the correct answer for the correct reasons. 
Time should not be considered until the patterns are completely learned.  

After you are completely comfortable with the patterns and how to come to the correct answers on problems for 
each section, gradually introduce timing once again. This can be done by completing sections individually, within a 
35 minute time frame. After completing a section, grade it and review wrong answers so that you can completely 
understand why you got that problem wrong, as well as why the correct answer is correct. It is important to note that 
not only should the correct reasoning be studied on these problems, but you should also try to understand why you 
choose the wrong answer, so that this faulty reasoning is not repeated on test day.  

Finally, after mastering timed individual sections, it’s time to being taking full-length practice tests. You should 
strive to complete at least ten full length practice tests before the actual test day, to ensure comfort with the full body 
of the exam. One of the problems people often run into with the test is simply being tired, as this is a tremendously 
long exam. By taking many full length tests, this problem can be minimized, if not completely eliminated.  

 
Familarizing Yourself with the LSAT 
(continued from page ) 

The LSAT is scored on a scale from 120-180. The higher your test score, the higher you rank above 
other LSAT test takers. For instance, if you score a 165, you tested better than 93% of other test-takers. For a 
score of 160, you tested better than 83% of test-takers and for a score of 155, you tested better than 67% of test-takers. 
Since you are competing for admission with other test-takers, your goal should be to outscore as many other test-
takers as possible. You outscore other test-takers by preparing thoroughly. The first preparation step is understanding 
the basic facts of the test itself.  

In short, there are five sections on the LSAT to consider, each 35 minutes long. The test includes a reading-
comprehension section, a logic-games or analytical-reasoning section, a logical-reasoning section, and an unscored 
experimental section. Also, there is an unscored writing sample section that is sent to law school along with your test 
score.  

The Reading Comprehension section includes four reading passages each followed by five to eight questions 
based on the preceeding passage. This section measures your ability to read and understand lengthy and complex 
materials similar to the material commonly encountered in law school. The Analytical Reasoning section measures 
your ability to understand relationships between ideas and draw logical conclusions about these relationships. The 
Logical Reasoning section evaluates your ability to understand and analyze arguments. In this section, the test-taker 
reads short passages and answers questions about each passage.  
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Name:  Ruta Jureviciute 
Degrees:  B.A. from UNF, 1997; JD/LLM, M.B.A. Duke, 2001 
Age:  34 
Languages: Lithuanian, English, Russian, learning German 
Job: Vice president, financial sponsors group, Bear Stearns 
Hobbies:  Traveling, tennis, skiing, reading, dancing, biking 
Gives back:  By sponsoring a Bosnian family in Jacksonville since 1995 

Internship 
(continued from page ) 

Because law school interns are trained in legal research and writing, they are able to do a lot more law-related 
work than undergraduates and can better comprehend the cases. But in general, both interns are as low on the totem 
pole as the guy working from the basement on “Office Space,” only they don’t collect paychecks. Don’t think you’ll 
be lucky enough to impress your superiors to the point that they’ll ask you to argue their cases in court. Real life’s not 
like “Legally Blond.”  

If UNF would bring back its previously taught legal research and writing class, undergraduates would have the 
opportunity to be more competitive in law school and would be able to make more out of their internship experiences. 
The Pre-Law Program is growing at a rapid pace and an increasing number of law school applicants at UNF are 
looking for more advanced legal training. The legal market is saturated, which makes it even more important for UNF 
students to have the opportunities to get ahead. It’s the university’s responsibility to respond to its students’ interests 
and provide courses that will help them prepare for their careers. Until then, students will figuratively be drinking 
their coffee “Office Space” style—from the basement.  
 During my internship experience, I learned as much as I could with the skill base that I had, and all in all, I have no 
objections about the program. My supervising attorneys did their best to keep me away from copy machines and 
challenge my mind, which was the best thing they could do in a limited situation. The undergraduate internship was 
more eye opening than most of my classroom courses last year and if I had it to complete again, I would spend more 
time in the staff lunchroom talking to the attorneys and less time going out to lunch. Whether criminal law seems to 
be your forte, or you’re dead set on corporate litigation, it’s worth it to spend time interning in civil public service so 
you’re sure you’ve explored all your options.   

 
Freshman Year 
(continued from page ) 

As for schoolwork, I took 12 credits during the fall semester and considered taking 15 in the spring, but decided 
against the idea because I felt that taking an extra class would not be as rewarding as actively participating in the 
extracurricular activities in which I became involved during my first semester. 

If my “voice of experience” could speak to a Pre-Law student or any other student at UNF, it would say that 
getting involved in campus events and activities (as well as other organizations throughout Jacksonville) is just as 
important as maintaining a good GPA. An activity that you thought was interesting may lead to one that completely 
changes your interests and perspective, not to mention the lifelong friends you make along the way.  

 
New Country, New Life* 
(continued from page ) 

Fortunately she survived the 
competition by working hard and 
putting in 90 to 100 hours a week. 
“We’re advisers to clients and when 
you have a deal happening, you have 
to do whatever it takes and work day 
and night to get it done,” she said. 
Now a vice president in Bear Stearns’ 
financial sponsors group, Jureviciute 
said her education at UNF was incredibly important to the success of her career. “At UNF I learned to become a part 
of the American culture, I got my self-confidence back, and I was guided to exactly where I wanted to be.” 
 
*Photos for this story by Amandine Benomar 
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Examples of LSAT Questions 
 

Analytical Reasoning Sample Question: 
A travel agency has put together travel packages for four customrs—Mr. Allen, Mr. Baker, Ms. 
Cartwright and Mr. Depp. Each package includes at least one of the following: airfare, hotel, car rental, 
and resturant gift certifcates. The following facts are known about the four packages:  
Exactly three of the packages include hotel stays.  
Exactly Two of the packages include rental cars. 
Baker and Depp’s packages include airfare. 
Cartwright’s package includes hotel, rental car and resturant gift certificates.  
The package that does not include hotel does includes resturant gift certificates. 
Which of the following could possibly be the complete package made up for Baker? 

A) Hotel only 
B) Airfare only 
C) Airfare and rental car only 
D) Airfare and hotel only 
E) Rental care, hotel and resturant gift certificates only 

 
Analytical Reasoning Answer & Explantion: 

The correct answer is D. Consider what we know for sure about Baker’s package: it must contain 
airfare, so immediately you can eliminate answer choices A and E. You can also eliminate answer B 
because, according to the facts, three of the packages must include hotel and the one package that does 
not include hotel must include resturant gift certificates. In this way, Baker’s package must have airfare 
and either a hotel stay or resturant gift certificates.  

 
Logical Reasoning Sample Question: 

Many people who take Drudeine on a regular basis find that they can cope more effectively with 
emotional crises than they did before they discovered the drug and began ingesting it regularly. Clearly, 
then, the active ingredients in Drudeine are effective in promoting emotional stability. 
Which of the following statements, if true, would mose seriously weaken the argument above? 

F) Taking Drudeine creates a psychological addiction that is very diffcult to overcome. 
G) People who formerly used Drudeine but no longer do indicate grreater ease in coping with 

emotional crises as well. 
H) People who take Drudeine sporadically also describe improved coping ability. 
I) Some people experience negative side effects as a result of taking Drudeine 
J) People given empty capsules indentical in appearance to Drudeine capsules also reported 

increased emotional stability.  
 
Logical Reasoning Answer & Explantion: 
The correct answer is E. The argument asserts that something in Drudeine allows people taking it to cope 
better than they did before taking the drug and thus promotes stability. Answer E suggests that the act of 
taking a pill that one believes is Drudeine is what promotes stability not the pill itself. Answers A & D are 
incorrect because they are irrelevant because they address addiction and side effects, neihter of which is 
important to the discussion of the original claim. Answer B is incorrect because it is too vague. Answer C is 
incorrect because it more likely supports the original argument rather than weaken it.  

 


